
Florida State Senator Dwight Bullard
Florida District 109 Representative Cynthia Stafford 
F lorida Department of Children and Families, Southern Region Managing 

Director Bronwyn Stanford
Miami Dade County Deputy Mayor Russell Benford
Miami Dade County Homeless Trust, Chairman Ronald Book
M iami Dade County Community Action and Human Services Department, 

Director Lucia Davis-Raiford 
Miami Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho 
District 2 School Board Member, Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
District 6 School Board Member, Raquel A. Regalado 
1 1th Circuit Court Judge Cindy Lederman (Dependency Court), Judge Alan 
Fine (Family Court), Judge Rosa Figarola (Family Court), Judge Mavel Ruiz 
(Dependency Court), Judge Stephen Lieberman (Juvenile Court), Judge 
Sampedro-Iglesia (Dependency Court), Judge Martin Zilber (Dependency 
Court), General Magistrate Kallman (Dependency Court), Judge Jeri Cohen 
(Circuit Court) and Judge White Labora (County Court)

Miami Dade County Public Defender’s Offi ce, Carlos Martinez 
M iami Dade County Corrections and Rehabilitation Department, 

Director Marydell Guevara
C ity of Miami Commission on the Status of Women, Chair Allyson Warren 

and members 
Miami Downtown Development Authority 
100 Black Men of America, Inc., Chairman Emeritus Albert Dotson, Jr. 
100 Black Men of South Florida, Inc., President Stephen Johnson 
Allegany Franciscan Ministries, Regional V. President Miguel Milanes 

Aqua Foundation, Exec. Dir. Caitlin Wood 
Betterway of Miami, Inc., President Michael Festinger 
Braman Family Charitable Foundation, President Norman Braman
Church of the Open Door, Rev. Dr. R. Joaquin Willis
Dr. John T. MacDonald Foundation, Exec. Dir. Kim Greene 
E arly Discovery Program of University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics Ruby Natale
Educate Tomorrow, CEO Brett McNaught
Flame Outfl ow Center, CEO Ursula Wright
G irl Power Rocks World Literacy Crusade of Florida, Inc., 

President Thema Campbell
Greater Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. Willie Cook
Historic Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Rev. Ralph M. Ross 
H omeless Formerly Homeless Forum, Inc., 

Chairperson Linda Gaiter-Guzman 
Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami, Director Ellen Salpeter
J esse Trice Community Health Center, Inc., Director of Residential Services 
Assan Njie 

K ey Biscayne Community Foundation, Executive Director 
Melissa McCaughan White

Key Clubhouse of South Florida and Julian’s House, Director Lalita Airan
Liberty City Community Revitalization Trust, President Elaine Black  
Martin Z. Margulies Foundation and Margulies Collection at the Warehouse
Miami Association of Firefi ghters, IAFF Local 587, President Freddy Delgado
Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce, Jerry Libbin, President
M iami Coalition for the Homeless, Miami Homes for All, Executive Director 

Bobbi Ibarra
Miami Country Day School, Head of School Dr. John Davies
Neighbors and Neighbors, Inc., Executive Director Leroy Jones
New Way Fellowship Praise & Worship Church, Bishop Billy Baskin 
Overtown Youth Center, Exec. Dir. Tina Brown 
Overtown Youth Coalition, Co-Chairs Tina Brown and Salhia Nelson
Plymouth Congregational Church, Board of Trustees Chair Neal McAliley  
S outh Florida Community Development Coalition (SFCDC), 

Executive Director Shekeria Brown
St. John’s Baptist Church, Bishop James Adams
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Rev. Wilfred Allen-Faiella
Temple Beth Am, Rabbi Rachel Greengrass 
Temple Beth Shalom, Rabbi Gayle Pomerantz 
Temple Israel of Greater Miami, Rabbi Thomas Heyne 
The Historic Saint Agnes Episcopal Church, Rev. Derrick Rolle 
Touching Miami With Love, Director Jason Pittman
Trinity Cathedral, Rev. Douglas Wm McCaleb 
Unity on the Bay, Rev. Elizabeth Longo 
U niversity of Miami Miller School of Medicine, Departments of Family 

Medicine and Community Health and Community Service 
Urgent Inc., Exec. Dir. Sahlia Nelson
Women’s Fund Miami Dade, Exec. Dir. Marilyn March
Wynwood Business Improvement District, Executive Director Tom Curitore 

It Takes A Village
Thank You!

And the hundreds of Overtown neighbors and businesses who have supported Lotus House over 
the past decade and continue to be the wind beneath our wings, making all that we do possible! 

City Of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado

Chairman Keon Hardemon 

Vice Chairman Ken Russell And Commissioners Frank Carollo 

Willy Gort And Francis Suarez 

City Of Miami Planning And Zoning Appeals Board

Overtown Community Oversight Board

City Of Miami Staff

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO 
PROVIDED LETTERS OF SUPPORT



AGENDA
Miami Dade Homeless Trust Chairman 
Ronald Book 

City of Miami Mayor Tomas Regalado 

Miami Dade County Deputy Mayor  
Russell Benford

Bank of America Miami Market President 
Gene Schaefer

Lotus House Alumna 

Lotus Founder and President 
Constance Collins 

LOTUS VILLAGE
GROUNDBREAKING CELEBRATION

SEPTEMBER 16, 2016

A SPECIAL NOTE OF APPRECIATION TO OUR DREAM TEAM
B ehar Font & Partners, PA, Robert Behar,  

Daniela Motta and Team
B ilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod LLP,  

John Sumberg, Vicky Leiva, Steve Simon,  
Javier Avino, Carly Grimm and Team

S chwartz Media Strategies, Tadd Schwartz,  
Aaron Gordon and Team

THE LOTUS VILLAGE PROJECT IS SPONSORED  
BY LOTUS ENDOWMENT FUND, INC. AND THE  
GENEROSITY OF ITS FOUNDERS
Anonymous Donors
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Bilzin Sumberg Baena Price & Axelrod LLP
Braman Family Charitable Foundation
Anita and Morris Broad
Beth and Jay Lotspeich
Julie Lotspeich
Martin Z. Margulies
Ralph and Vivian Morera
Northern Trust
Royal Caribbean International
D. Jerry Sall and Family
Schwartz Media Strategies
John and Jo Sumberg
Dr. Kathryn and David Villano
Angela Whitman
Faith Xenos
And the Universe
With More On the Way!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR LENDERS  
AND CONSULTANTS
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Enterprise Community Investment, Inc.
Florida Community Loan Fund
S B Friedman Development Advisors,  

Tony Smith and Ryan Hagerty, made possible  
by a grant from Northern Trust, Carol Fine  
and Deborah Kasemeyer

C ole, Scott and Kissane, PA, George Truitt,  
Kevin Schumacher and Team


